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Whatõs the goal at ED? 

 

President Obama:  

òProduce a higher 

percentage of college 

graduates than any other 

country in the world by the 

end of the next decade.ó 

 



Why is this Important? 

Know Your History 



Reasons for Americaõs Rise to Power 

19th Century:   

First free public school 

system in the world 

 

20th Century:  

GI Bill: Biggest Investment in 

Higher Ed in History 

 

Effects: 

Created the most educated, 

knowledgeable citizenry that 

the world had ever seen. 

 



Education Determines Earnings 
Median Earnings for Population Age 25-64 by Education Attainment, 2006 

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2006 American Community Survey PUMS File. 



More Education, Longer Life 

 

Source: National Longitudinal Mortality Study, 1988-1998 



The US is Falling Behind in HS Graduation Rates 
Approximate percentage of persons with high school or equivalent qualifications in the age group 25-64 

1 27 

13 1 

1. Year of reference 2004. 

2. Including some ISCED 3C short programs 

3. Year of reference 2003. 

 

Source:  Organization for Economic Co-

operation and Development (OECD), 

Education at a Glance 2008 

 



U.S. :  Higher Ed Leader in the Sixties, the Laggard Today  
Percent of Adults with an Associate Degree or Higher by Age Group - U.S. & Leading OECD Countries 

Source: OECD, Education at a Glance 2008 



Four Assurances 

Raise standards  

and improve 

assessments. 

Recruit, retain & support effective 

educators, and 

ensure equitable distribution. 

Build robust data systems  

that track student progress 

and improve practice. 

Turn around low-performing 

schools, focusing on dropout 

factories and their feeder schools. 



Where does the Office of  

Safe & Drug Free Schools fit in? 

 
Itõs simple.   

 

Students canõt learn if they donõt feel safe. 

 

Period. 

 



How are we doing now?   

Are our schools safe? 

 

What is a safe school?   

 

What is our standard?   

 

How do we measure it? 

 



Traditional View Says  

Weõre Doing Great 

No  Violence = 

Safe  School 



Rates of Victimization at School Have Dropped Dramatically 

Number of student-reported nonfatal crimes against students ages 12-18 at school: 1992-2006 

* Methods used to measure victimization were redesigned Source: National Crime Victimization Survey, 2006 
Year 



Criminal Victimization at School is Rare 
% of students, ages 12-18, who reported criminal victimization at school in the past 6 months 

Source:  National Center for Education Statistics. Student Victimization in U.S. Schools. 2007. 

 







The Traditional View Misses the 

Boatéor Maybe the Iceberg 

òIncivil behavioró ð verbal threats, hate 

language, bullying, social rejection ð is almost 

twice as likely to predict student òself-

protectionó (skipping school, avoiding 

areas/activities) as is crime (theft, attacks) at 

school 



Personal Attack, Theft, Serious 

Violent Crime, Shootings  







       Whatõs the Washington Agenda? 

 

 



In a Truly Safe School  

Every Student Feels Likeé 

Ã They Belong. 

 

Ã They are Valued. 

 

Ã They Feel Physically and Emotionally Safe. 



Tie Safe Schools into Ed Reform Agenda 

 

 

 

 

Build robust data systems  

that track student progress 

and improve practice. 

Safe Schools: Measure school 

safety with the same rigor we 

measure academic progress 
 



What Gets Measured is What Gets Done 

 

 


