	          Difference in High School and College for Students with Aspergers Syndrome



	High School


	College

	Residence Life

· Have your own room/bathroom

· Privacy, personal space

· You can keep your room the way you like


	· May share a bathroom

· Shower with others

· Communal living

· Roommates with different schedules, different styles



	Dining

· Can eat what and when you like

· Others may fix for you


	· May not have your particular likes

· Eat with others

· Available at prescribed times

	Routines

· Same classes every day

· Classes held in same place

· Transportation provided by parents


	· Class schedule or place of meeting could change at the last minute

· Each day’s schedule is different from the next

· May have to use public transportation or walk



	Teachers

· Check your notes for accuracy

· Interpret assignments

· Reinforce deadlines

· Allow time for homework and study during class
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	· You are responsible for checking syllabus, asking for help from professors and seeking tutors

· Teachers rarely teach from the text book. They challenge you to think analytically and to synthesize information

· Must synthesize info from text, notes, lectures, and other sources for tests



	Studying

· Usually synonymous with doing homework

· May not have to study to make A’s

· Class time set aside for study


	· Rewriting lecture notes, paraphrasing information from reading assignments, summarizing, integrating information from a variety of sources (e.g. texts, class lectures and library assignments

· Must be done on own time

	Disability Issues

· Teachers figure out what you need to be successful

· They tell others for you

· Parents and teachers know your needs and your strengths and weaknesses

· Modify your classes and curriculum

· Make waivers for difficult subjects

· School must do whatever   it takes  


	· You must initiate

· You must disclose the nature of your disability to obtain accommodations

· College gets to determine reasonableness

· College may not waiver requirements or make substitutions

· You must be otherwise qualified (academically, behaviorally)

	Class size

· You might have one to one help

· Sometimes 10-20 students in class


	· You must seek help from professor

· There may be 500 students in your class



	Tests

· Usually after each chapter

· Quizzes weekly
	· Could be two midterms and a final

	Assignments

· Teachers assign day to day

· You can write the paper the night before


	· You are expected to follow the semester syllabus

· Your responsibility to plan ahead

· You must learn how to break large assignment into smaller units to be completed  over the course of the semester

	Behavior 

· Inappropriate behavior accepted as part of your disability 
	· Must be able to abide by the conduct code, treat others in respectful, non-abusive manner



	Stress

· Can go to teachers room to de-stress when ever needed

· Someone provides you with info missed


	· May have to locate safe place in proximity to each class.  Still expected to have all notes and material
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