
Surrogate Parents: Frequently Asked Questions

Federal regulations and state rules do not answer all of the questions asked about becoming a surrogate parent. 
Here are some questions that frequently arise: 

1. How can a volunteer surrogate parent gain the confidence and knowledge needed to
participate fully in planning the child’s educational program?

Once the important first step has been made (agreeing to help a child by taking the role of surrogate parent) 
you will have a chance to read about the child’s education background and disability. You will also have an 
opportunity to talk with others who work with the child who may share information with you. As your 
experience and knowledge increase, your confidence will not be an issue.

2. Do surrogate parents have a choice in the selection of the child?

Yes. For example, surrogates may request assignment to a child with a certain disability or in a certain age group.

3. How much does a surrogate parent need to know about the child’s disability and where
can this information be found?

To be an effective surrogate parent, it is helpful to acquire some information about the child’s disability. The 
child’s teacher, state and national organizations and local websites may have helpful information. PACER Center 
has a list of disability organizations at PACER.org/parent/php/PHP-c36.pdf. Other resources are also available 
at PACER.org/parent/surrogate.

4. Can surrogates parents receive a stipend?

There is no requirement in Minnesota that a surrogate parent receive compensation; however, the school may 
choose to cover the expenses, such as mileage, of the surrogate parent or offer payment for expenses.

5. Do surrogate parents have rights to the child’s educational records?

Surrogate parents have all the rights guaranteed to parents under special education laws and the Family 
Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA). You can see, correct, obtain copies of, and approve or disapprove 
the right of others to see the child’s special educational records. If an agency other than the school has records 
that you think are relevant to special education planning, you can call that agency to discuss release of records 
to you and the school for educational planning. Contact surrogate@PACER.org to learn more.

6. What if the surrogate parent does not understand what is written in the child’s
Individualized Education Program (IEP)?

Surrogate parents will be asked to sign all the forms relating to the child’s special education, including the 
evaluation and IEP. Consent should not be given to any proposal that seems inappropriate for the child’s needs. 
(See “The Special Education Process” chapter of Training for Surrogate Parents at PACER.org/publications/pdfs/
SP-1.pdf.) If there is special education terminology or language you do not understand, it is your responsibility 
to ask questions of school staff involved or contact PACER Center. 
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7. What if the school will not listen to the surrogate parent’s concerns about the child’s
educational needs?

School staff should respect your role as the parent on behalf of the child. The first step is always reasonable 
discussion with school personnel, beginning with the IEP case manager. You can also contact an advocacy 
organization such as PACER for assistance in deciding the best options and what steps could be taken.

8. Are a surrogate parent’s activities evaluated?

Schools are responsible for monitoring the activities of each surrogate parent to make sure that hey are fulfilling 
the duties as set forth by state and federal rules.

9. How often can a surrogate visit the child’s classroom?

You may visit the child’s classroom as often as necessary to get to know the child and begin a profile of his or 
her needs and abilities as well as to monitor how the program is working. Check with the school about the 
procedures for visiting the classroom by contacting the teacher or principal. Make separate arrangements with 
any of the school’s other staff who may be working with the child. 

10. Can a surrogate be held liable for making a wrong decision?

In Minnesota there is no legislation that specifically protects any parent, including surrogate parents, from 
being held liable. However, there has never been a situation in which a surrogate parent was held liable for their 
decisions.

If you have other questions, please contact PACER Center at (952) 838-9000, Toll-Free: (800) 537-2237.

Website: PACER.org/parent/surrogate

Email: surrogate@PACER.org 

Minnesota Rule: https://www.revisor.mn.gov/rules/3525.2440/

I.D.E.A.: https://sites.ed.gov/idea/

©2020, 2015 PACER Center, Inc.  |  ACTion Sheet: PHP-c222  |  PACER.org 2

http://www.PACER.org/parent/surrogate/
mailto:surrogate%40PACER.org?subject=
http://PACER.org



Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		PHP-c222.pdf






		Report created by: 

		Jenna Hanson


		Organization: 

		





 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found problems which may prevent the document from being fully accessible.



		Needs manual check: 0


		Passed manually: 3


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 1


		Passed: 27


		Failed: 1





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Failed		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Passed manually		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top
