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Transition at Age Three During the COVID-19 Crisis

While services before the age of three are written into an Individualized Family Service Program (IFSP),
children ages three and older receive special education and related services through the implementation of
an Individualized Education Program (IEP). If your child was already on an IFSP, there is a transition process
to move to an IEP. This process typically begins at least three months before your child's third birthday. An
evaluation will need to be completed to see if your child will qualify for an IEP or if they can be exited from
receiving services. If they do qualify, the team will create an IEP to provide services going forward.

What happens to this process when schools are only doing distance learning during the time of the COVID-19
pandemic?

o Itis possible that when the switch was made to distance learning, including the implementation of
special education services, that you were already nearing the completion of the transition process.
In this case, the IFSP team must decide if they have enough information to determine if your child is
eligible for special education and related services. If the team decides there is enough information, they
can make that determination and move forward with creating the IEP. If they find that your child does
not qualify, you have the right to agree or disagree with that decision.

o Ifyou and your child were in the early or middle stages of the transition process, the team will have
to decide if it is possible to gather the rest of the needed information at this time. If the team believes
that they can complete the evaluation through video-observations or teleconferencing, then they should
do so. The team can also decide that the information needs to be completed through direct contact
when the distance learning period ends. In this case, the IFSP team should continue serving your child
and family according to the IFSP even after your child’s third birthday. Once the mandated period for
distance learning is over, then the evaluation should be completed, eligibility determined, and, if your
child is eligible, the IEP written.

o If the three-month window begins during the distance learning period, the team will have to discuss
if it makes sense to begin the process at this time. The IFSP team should continue to serve your
child and family under the current IESP even after your child turns three. The team will need to do the
evaluation later and, depending on the results of the evaluation, then take steps to either transition your
child to IEP services or exit your child from service. Once the mandate is over, the school has 30 school
days to complete the evaluation and schedule a meeting to write the IEP. The 30-school-day timeline
begins once you have given permission for the evaluation to take place.

In all of these cases, it is important to remember that you are a vital part of the team. If you do not agree at any
time, you have the right to disagree. In many cases, the stay-at-home order has changed what “home” looks
like. Even if the school has the ability to complete parts of an evaluation remotely, you have the right to decide
whether the current situation in your home (for example, adults working from home, other children distance
learning) allows the team to get a true picture of your child’s strengths, weaknesses, and needs.

« For information regarding the transition process under normal circumstances please access PACER’s
“Early Childhood Transition Guidebook” at: PACER.org/parent/php/PHP-a40.pdf

 You can also watch an archived presentation on the transition from Part C to Part B at:
PACER.org/livestream/?wksp=69372A6C-8 AFA-4D87-A234-799818005F4F

« For information on how to disagree with a team decision, please see the following handout, “Know Your
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Parental Rights: The Meaning and Importance of Prior Written Notice and Parent Consent”:
PACER.org/parent/php/php-c232.pdf

For additional information, contact PACER Center at (952) 838-9000 or PACER@PACER.org.

© 2020 PACER Center, Inc. | ACTion Sheet: GE-22 | PACER.org


http://www.PACER.org
https://pacer.org/parent/php/php-c232.pdf



Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		GE-22, Transition at Age Three During COVID-19.pdf






		Report created by: 

		Jenna Hanson


		Organization: 

		





 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.



		Needs manual check: 0


		Passed manually: 2


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 1


		Passed: 29


		Failed: 0





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top
